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Since its start over 25 years ago, the J-PAC has welcomed students from Chiba University’s part-
ner institutions in great numbers. Despite the short period of one year or five months of stay, their
experience of the J-PAC has offered to both participant exchange students and the Chiba Univer-
sity students who studied with them, unforgettable memories, and has forged lasting friendships.
Many of those who have completed our program decide to come back to Chiba University for

further studies, or return to work in Japan after graduating from their home institutions.

The lushly green Nishi-Chiba Campus where J-PAC students attend classes is conveniently
located only 40 minutes by train from the center of Tokyo. We hope that you consider applying

to the J-PAC soon!
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Chiba University

Chiba University’s
Distinctive Features

Chiba University is a comprehensive university founded in 1949. It hosts approximately 14,000
undergraduate and graduate students and is ranked high both in terms of size and quality
among national universities in Japan.

There are currently 10 undergraduate faculties at Chiba University: College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, Faculty of Letters, Faculty of Law, Politics and Economics, Faculty of Education, Fac-
ulty of Science, Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of Horticulture, School of Medicine, Faculty of
Pharmaceutical Sciences and School of Nursing. There are also a number of graduate schools:
Graduate School of Humanities and Study of Public Affairs, Law School, Graduate School of
Education, Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Graduate School of Horticulture, Grad-
uate School of Medical and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Graduate School of Nursing and Gradu-
ate Degree Program of Global and Transdisciplinary Studies. Finally, other facilities providing
various services are also attached to the university: among them, the University Library, the

Academic Link Center, the Safety and Health Organization and the University Hospital.

As the University Charter “Always Aim Higher” expresses, Chiba University aims to foster
students with a broad vision, who are able to engage sincerely in all endeavors required by life
in global society. To achieve this goal the university has been actively enhancing its liberal arts
program and has been promoting the internationalization of its curriculum. Chiba University is
the first national university to open a College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, which was estab-
lished in April 2016, and which targets the fostering of adults who will be able to approach

world issues from a wide and comprehensive perspective.

Chiba University has been awarded by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan the status of “Top Global University”, a name given to educational insti-
tutions considered to be at the front line of the globalization of Japanese society. The Univer-
sity has been increasing the number of courses offered in the English language and has been
actively promoting the international exchange of foreign and home students. In addition, since
2020, Chiba University has started the “Enhanced Network for Global Innovation Education
(ENGINE)” program, focusing on overseas study and English language education. Also, there

are approximately 1,000 students are studying at Chiba University every year.

The International Support Desk located on-campus provides assistance to international stu-
dents with their lives in Japan. Nishi-Chiba Campus is located approximately 40 minutes by
train from Tokyo and 45 minutes by car from Narita International Airport. With a warm climate

and comparatively cheap prices, you are bound to find life in Chiba very enjoyable.

J-PAC 2023-2024



Chiba University has four campuses at Nishi-Chiba, Inohana, Matsudo and Kashiwanoha in

Chiba and Sumida satellite campus in Tokyo.

I Nishi-Chiba Campus

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Faculty of Letters

Faculty of Law, Politics and Economics
Graduate School of Humanities and Studies on Public Affairs §
Law School

Faculty of Education

Graduate School of Education

Faculty of Science

Faculty of Engineering

Graduate School of Science and Engineering

Graduate Degree Program of Global

and Transdisciplinary Studies

I Inohana Campus

School of Medicine
Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Graduate School of Medical and Pharmaceutical Sciences

School of Nursing

Graduate School of Nursing

I Matsudo Campus I Kashiwanoha Campus
Matsudo area Matsudo area

Faculty of Horticulture

Graduate School of Horticulture

I Sumida Satellite Campus

Design Research Institute
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J-PAC (Japan Program at Chiba)

01

International
Liberal Arts Course

J-PAC (Japan Program at Chiba) is offered to undergraduate students from academic institutions
with which Chiba University has university-level student exchange agreements, and whose academ-

ic interest is in the area of Japanese culture and society. Graduate students cannot apply for J-PAC.

J-PAC includes International Liberal Arts Course, which offers to students irrespective of their
area of specialization, and Japanese Studies Course, which is designed for students who special-
ize in Japanese language or Japanese studies at their universities. J-PAC students will be exempt-

ed from the registration, admission and tuition fees at Chiba University.

<Study period of J-PAC>
J-PAC students can study at Chiba University during the study periods listed below.
(D From October to early August (For 5 terms)
(@ From October to early February (For 2 terms, i.e. Fall semester)
(3 From April to early August (For 2 terms, i.e. Spring semester)
% In general, study period cannot be changed. Please decide it after a discussion with your
academic advisor and international office.

% The period of each term will be explained in page 11.

1. Aims

This course is designed for those undergraduate students who have already acquired some Japanese
language skills and are interested in Japanese culture and society. This course welcomes students
from science and engineering as well as students from humanities. It includes a number of courses in
liberal arts where Japan is served as an example and reference point for multidimensional analysis. It
is envisaged that through collaborative learning international exchange students together with Chiba
University students will deepen their understanding of Japan and gain new viewpoints on their native
cultures and societies, and acquire the ability to think about global problems from multiple perspec-
tives and solve them irrespective of language barriers and different behavioral patterns.

Please refer to page 14-15 for the application conditions.

2. Characteristics
Students can choose subjects according to their interests and concerns.

Courses are offered to attain the following four goals:

(@ to deepen understanding of Japanese culture and society;
(2 to participate in courses in the areas of Chiba University’s greatest strengths;
(® to promote intercultural understanding through exchanges with Chiba University students;

(@) to acquire sufficient proficiency in the Japanese language for daily life and university study.

J-PAC 2023-2024



02

Japanese Studies
Course

Students will be able to select courses depending on their interest and their language pro-
ficiency level; courses offered in English, courses where both English and Japanese are used,
courses open for international students only and regular courses offered in Japanese. Also, most
of the courses feature active learning where classes are split into small groups and students
collaborate and learn from each other while working on a given task, thus making classes of

their own.

1. Aims

This course is designed for those undergraduate students who specialize in Japanese language
or Japanese studies at their universities, and who wish to study mainly about Japan in the
Japanese language. It is envisaged that using Japanese to obtain knowledge in the subjects of
their interests will give the students a deeper knowledge of the language itself, and at the same
time, through collaborative learning effort in a multicultural environment, will make it possible
for them to view Japan from many different perspectives. The students are expected to acquire
the fundamental skills essential for conducting individual research into their specific areas of
Japanese studies.

Please refer to page 14-15 for the application conditions.

2. Characteristics

Students can take Japanese language courses according to their levels of proficiency and attend
courses in Japanese studies together with Chiba University undergraduate students. They can
also choose from a variety of specialized lectures and seminars offered at different faculties

depending on their interests, concerns and Japanese language levels.

At the same time, students are expected to carry out their own research projects using the
Japanese language. They are advised to take “Research Work (Humanities) A and B”, the
courses specifically designed to help them pursue their research projects. Students gain an

active learning experience, which goes far beyond acquiring knowledge in the classroom.
Students majoring in Japanese language or Japanese studies whose Japanese language
proficiency is not enough to learn about Japan in Japanese will be required to take Japanese

Studies courses offered in English or English and Japanese.

The students are encouraged to participate in the Universal Festival, an event where students

from different areas of the world introduce their countries and cultures to the audience, and to

Chiba University 5



03

How to choose
a course

engage in joint events with Japanese primary schools in the vicinity of Chiba University. Both
projects help the students practice how to deliver their thoughts in the Japanese language,

and are meant to broaden their relationships with the local Japanese community.

A following flowchart will help applicants decide which course is appropriate:

Are you majoring in Japanese language or Japanese studies
at your home institution?

International Liberal Arts Course Japanese Studies Course

% We encourage students who wish to study their major such as science or engineering rather than Japanese
culture and society to apply directly for and study at one of our faculties of Chiba University. Please note that
the Japanese and/or English language proficiency requirements are different from each faculty.

% Depending on a study plan submitted to the J-PAC, home universities may be informed that the

applicant will be directly accepted by one of the faculties of Chiba University, not the J-PAC.

J-PAC 2023-2024



J-PAC students will be usually enrolled in College of Liberal Arts and Sciences as exchange

04 students, regardless of the course; International Liberal Arts Course or Japanese Studies
Faculty which J-PAC Course. College of Liberal Arts and Sciences has three major courses; Global Studies Major
students belong to at Courses, Contemporary Japanese Studies Major Courses and Integrated Science Major Courses.
Chiba University For more information, please visit the website at http://www.las.chiba-u.jp/english/index.html.
J-PAC students may register for specialized undergraduate courses offered by any faculties
with the instructors’ permission.
If applicants need to belong to a faculty other than College of Liberal Arts and Sciences for
their specialized studies or transferring credits etc., please write a name of a faculty they wish
to belong to, the reason for their choice and classes they wish to take in the Plan of Study. We
will try to find a faculty to meet your request.
To be granted a Certificate of Completion at this program, J-PAC students must have acquired
05 at least ten credits in each semester (from October to February and from April to August) and
Certificate of have attended at least six classes in each term.

Completion &

Academic Transcript After completion of the program, Chiba University will issue academic transcripts for all the
students and mail them to their home institutions. Individual students will normally get their
transcripts either in mid-October in case students study at Chiba University until August or in
mid-April in case students study at Chiba University until February. Those students who want
to later have their Chiba University credits recognized by their home institutions are strongly

advised to consult their academic supervisors in their countries before coming to Japan.

Chiba University 7



Course Offerings

01

Courses taught

in English / Courses
where both Japanese
and English are used

J-PAC students should select courses that match their interests and language ability from the
courses listed in (01) to (04) below. The duration of classes at Chiba University is 90 minutes

and one term lasts seven weeks (7 in-person classes + 1 online class).

Courses marked with *in (01) and (02) are specialized courses offered by College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences. Non-marked courses are designed as General Education where J-PAC stu-
dents can learn with Chiba University students who have various academic backgrounds. Every
course creates a unique international study environment and enables students to broaden their
perspectives. Students whose Japanese language competence is equivalent to Japanese 5xx at
Chiba University or lower have to take at least one subject in English or in both Japanese and

English in each term.

In addition to the courses listed below, J-PAC students may enroll in any other general educa-

tion courses and specialized courses given at Chiba University with the instructor’s permission.

A wide range of courses, such as courses which deepen understanding of Japanese culture
and society or courses which interest students in advanced science, are offered in English.
Also the courses are conducted in both Japanese and English for helping students’ language

abilities, cultural background and background knowledges.

Not just provide students with foundational knowledge about Japan, some courses offer
implicit and explicit opportunities to think and critically consider issues that are related to
both how Japan presents itself to the world, and to how people would like to see and
imagine “Japan” today. Those unique courses are called “Critical Japanese Studies” and
offer an environment that allows students to reconsider their images of Japan by
reflecting on their own experiences and cultures, and to acquire new perspectives and

a deeper awareness of a variety of global phenomena.

J-PAC 2023-2024



02

Courses learning
about Japan

in Japanese

T4-5 -2

from October to early February from April to early August
[Courses taught in English] [Courses taught in English]
- Climate Change Leadership -Behavior Change - Japanese Politics Today -Beyond the Postwar
and Culture 1 - 2 (JS) Regime? (JS)
- Mitigating Urban Islands and Motivating Citizen - Introduction to Sustainability: Case-studies from
Actions 1 - 2 (JS) Japan (JS)
- Japanese Modern History from a Global Perspec- - Multilingualism and Translanguaging (JS)
tive (JS) - Scientific Thinking I*
- Japanese Economy in Global Perspective (JS) - Geological History of Earth and the Record in
- Japanese Business in Comparative Perspective Strata*
{S) - Natural Resources*
- Deviance and Taboo (JS) - Sociological Inquires of Global Issues*

- Volcanology as a Synthetic Science*

- Environmental Change and Natural Disaster*

- Scientific Thinking II*

- Japan and the world as viewed from social move
(€N))

- Culture and Language*

- Sociological Approaches to Japanese Society and

Culture (JS)
[Courses where both Japanese and English are [Courses where both Japanese and English are
used] used]
- Schooling and Equity (JS) - Religion & Society (JS)
- Japanese Culture from Intercultural Perspectives - Japan in American Films (JS)
S) - Introduction to Migration Studies*

- Popular Culture in Japan A - B
- Design Science 1 - 2

- Modern World System*
T4-5 T1-2
from October to early February from April to early August

- History of a cultural exchange in Japan and Asia - Keyword indicating the Japanese spiritual mind

A-B and traditional culture A - B

- Understanding Cultural Relations between Mod- - The Japanese image seen from foreign country
ern Japan and Chinal - 2 A-B

- Chinese-Japanese Translation - Modern Japanese Society and Asian International

- Japanese Language for Children Students

- Food Culture of Japan* - Language and Culture of Japan*

- Contemporary Language and Society* - Intercultural Contact*

- Multicultural Education* - Medical Care and Culture*

- International Human Rights* - Folklore in Modern Sociey*

- Migration Studies*

Chiba University



03 T4-5 T1-2

T . from October to early February from April to early August
Specialized seminars

for J-PAC students - Research Work (Humanities) A - Research Work (Humanities) B
- Research Work (Science and Engineering) B
- Language and Culture Exchange
- Project Work for Exchange Student

X The number of participants of “Research Work (Humanities) A, B” and “Language and Culture Exchange”

is limited.

04 Aims Level Courses

Advanced Advanced Japanese 800 T4-5 Report Writing, Oral Expression
language skills T1-2 Making Presentation Documents,
courses required to study Report Writing, Reading Comprehension,
or research in Oral Expression, Integrated

Japanese language

Japanese
Japanese 700 T4-5 Report Writing, Reading Comprehension,

Oral Expression, Grammar, Integrated
T1-2 Making Presentation Documents,

Report Writing, Reading Comprehension,

Oral Expression, Grammar

Intermediate  Japanese 600 T4-5, T1-2 Oral Expression, Written Expression,
Reading Comprehension, Kanji,
Grammar, Integrated

Japanese 500 T4-5 Integrated, Oral Expression,
Written Expression, Kanji, Grammar
T1-2 Integrated, Oral Expression,
Written Expression, Grammar

Japanese 400 T4-5, T1-2 Integrated, Oral Expression,
Written Expression, Kanji

Basic language Pre-interme-  Japanese 300 T4-5, T1-2 Integrated, Oral Expression,
skills diate Written Expression, Kanji, Grammar

Basic Japanese 200 T4-5, T1-2 Integrated, Oral Expression,
Written Expression, Kanji

Japanese 100  T4-5, T1-2 Integrated, Oral Expression, Kanji

% JS stands for Japanese Studies.
*The courses marked with * are specialized courses of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

% Course offerings may change without prior notice.
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Student Life at Chiba University

FALL SEMESTER

Term4 - Term5

SPRING SEMESTER

Term1 - Term2

Japanese Culture
Experience Programs

Tutor System

Late September

October

Early November

Early December

Late December - Early January

Early February

Early April
April
Early June

Early August

Orientation

Term 4 (First half of Fall semester) begins, Course registration

University Festival
Term 5 (Second half of Fall semester) begins
Winter Vacation

Spring vacation / Departure from Japan

Orientation, Course registration
Term 1 (First half of Spring semester) begins
Term 2 (Second half of Spring semester) begins

Departure from Japan

» J-PAC students are required to arrive on an appointed day before the semester starts and

orientation will be held in the following few days.

International students have opportunities to experience Japanese culture and interact with

people of various social and professional backgrounds through programs such as home-visit,

wearing yukata and making origami works. Other events, e.g. a bus tour within Chiba Prefec-

ture and seeing kabuki performance at Tokyo National Theatre, are also scheduled.

% Japanese Culture Experience Programs may change depending on conditions related to the COVID-19

Pandemic.

Upon request, each J-PAC student is introduced to a Chiba University student as his or her

fellow-tutor and the very first friend, who can provide invaluable help in settling down and

everyday life. All J-PAC students are strongly encouraged to make the most of this unique tutor

system.

Chiba University



Japanese Language
Study Room

LEX Program

English House

Housing

In the Center for International Education where Japa-

nese language classes are held, there is the Japanese
Language Study Room. This room is a facility where
international students can find a variety of Japa-

nese language study materials and references, use

computers and the internet and also find help from
student-tutors who are there on duty during the

opening hours.

LEX (Language Exchange) Program is a unique program offered at Chiba University for
students to meet in pairs once a week and teach each other’s languages and cultures. There
are also regular meetings where all LEX participants get together and exchange teaching ideas
with other pairs from different language groups so that students broaden opportunities for

getting to know people on campus.

English House located on-campus provides a
relaxing atmosphere to meet new people and have

English conversations.

J-PAC students can stay at Chiba University International House, which is located in Inage, one
short train stop from the university. They can stay at Chiba University accommodation until
the classes end (early February / early August) and must leave there and return to their home
country after the program. They are not allowed to live in Chiba University housing after the

J-PAC program because of internship program etc.

Single rooms at Chiba University International House are furnished with a bed, desk, kitchen-
ette, shower and toilet. The monthly rent is ¥19,000 and additionally, a one-time payment of
¥15,000 is required when moving in. The amount of the monthly rent and a one-time payment

is subject to change.

J-PAC 2023-2024



Living expenses in Japan

Insurance

[International House]

http://www.chiba-u.ac.jp/global/outline/files/outlineCUIH_JP20150601.pdf

Due to limited housing availability, some studnts might be asked to stay at Chiba University Kunpu-ryo
or other accommodation that Chiba University offers or share a room with other international students
at International House. Chiba University will inform the home institutions in the case that the student is

to stay at an accommodation other than single rooms at Chiba University International House.

[Kunpu-ryo] (Japanese only)
http://www.chiba-u.ac.jp/campus-life/payment/files/kunpugaiyo.pdf

http://www.chiba-u.ac.jp/campus-life/02_kunnpuu_tebiki.pdf

Living expenses including meals, electricity, phone bills and dormitory fee are about ¥80,000
per month. Students will also need to pay for textbooks, travel and other activities. Applicants
should take this into consideration in their financial plannings before applying for the program.
Chiba University does not allow short-term exchange students to do part-time jobs so that they
can concentrate to their studies; however, students may be allowed to take a part-time job af-

ter having studied at Chiba University for at least one term, only in exceptional circumstances.

In addition to the National Health Insurance (about ¥1,600 per month), students are required to
buy the Personal Accident Insurance for Students Pursuing Education and Research “Gakkensai”
(about ¥1,000 for one year) and Comprehensive Insurance for Student Lives Couples with Gakken-

sai “Inbound Futai-Gakusou” (about ¥1,860 for one year) which are offered at Chiba University.

Chiba University 13



Scholarships

Japan Student Services
Organization (JASSO)
Student Exchange Support
Program (Scholarship for

Short-term Study in Japan)

Applicants may be eligible for a JASSO scholarship if J-PAC is adopted. Chiba University will

normally recommend several eligible candidates for JASSO scholarships.

<Monthly Stipend>
¥80,000 (subject to change)

<Selection>

The students who applied for JASSO scholarship on the J-PAC application form will be
screened. Only students who are due to commence their studies in October can apply for this
JASSO scholarship. Students who are due to commence their studies in April, or who have
Japanese nationality cannot apply for this JASSO scholarship. The number of JASSO scholars is
limited. Being accepted as a J-PAC student does not guarantee your scholarship application will

be successful.

<Scholarship Result>

Chiba University will inform an applicant’s home
institution of the result of scholarship

application in the late of June. If an applicant has not

received the scholarship application result by then,

that means he/she is not recommended as a JASSO

scholar.

Application Conditions

International Liberal Arts
Course

Applicants must :

* be undergraduate students from academic institutions with which Chiba University has
university-level student exchange agreement excluding students majoring in Japanese lan-
guage, Japanese studies or Japanology

* be at least second-year student at the time of application

+ return to the home country (or the country where the home institution is) after the study
period at Chiba University

+ have either the following language proficiency at the time of application

@ Have sufficient English proficiency to take classes offered in English, equivalent to CEFR B2,
TOEFLIiBT72 or IELTS5.5 or over, and have studied Japanese language for at least 50 hours.
(2 Have sufficient Japanese proficiency to take classes offered in Japanese. equivalent to

passing JLPT N2 or over.

J-PAC 2023-2024



Japanese Studies
Course

Applicants must :

* be undergraduate students from academic institutions with which Chiba University has uni-

versity-level student exchange agreement

* major Japanese language, Japanese studies or Japanology
* be at least second-year student at the time of application

« return to the home country (or the country where the home institution is) after the study

period at Chiba University

+ have either the following language proficiency at the time of application

(D Have sufficient Japanese proficiency to take classes offered in Japanese, equivalent to pass-
ing JLPT N2 or over.

(2 Have sufficient English proficiency to take classes offered in English, equivalent to CEFR B2,
TOEFLiBT72 or IELTS5.5 or over, and have studied Japanese language for at least 50 hours.

Application Procedures

<How to apply>
Applicants who apply for J-PAC program must submit all application documents to the

International office of their home institutions and be nominated by them.

<Application Documents>

Please submit one copy of each of the following documents.

(a) J-PAC Application Form (Designated form)

(b) Plan of Study (Designated form)

(c) A Letter of Reference (Designated form)

(d) Language certificates

1. A certificate of Japanese language proficiency by a Japanese language instructor (Desig-
nated form)
Regardless your proficiency level, please submit the document if you have studied Japa-
nese language at your home institution or other institutions. It is preferable than the certifi-
cate is written by a different academic instructor who writes a letter of reference.

2. Please submit required documents to meet the language requirements for either (1) English

or (2) Japanese as the following flowchart.

Chiba University



(e) Academic Transcript from home institution
(f) Passport ID page
(9) Photo
+ Must be taken in full-face view facing directly facing the camera and in front of a plain
white or off-white background.
* Must be taken within the last 3 months.

+ Must be attached to the J-PAC Application Form.

(1) English

[ Are you a native or semi-native for English? ]

{ Please check to the J-PAC Application Form. ]

[ Do you have a score sheet for TOEFLIBT72 or IELTS5.5 or over? }

[ Please submit the scare sheet for TOEFLiBT or IELTS. ]

Please submit a certificate of English language proficiency by an English
language instructor at the applicant’s home institution to prove that you
have enough English proficiency over CEFR B2.

(2) Japanese

[ Have you passed Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) N2 or N1? ]

Please submit the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test
Certificate of Result and Scores.

Please submit a certificate of Japanese language proficiency by a Jap-
anese language instructor to prove that you have Japanese proficiency,
equivalent to passing JLPT N2 or over.

J-PAC 2023-2024



<Where to submit>
International Student Division, Chiba University

E-mail: jpac@office.chiba-u.jp

<Selection>
+ The selection of participants will be made at Chiba University on the basis of their academic
records, personal statements of purpose and a recommendation letter from their
institution

+ Applicants may not be accepted by the selection.

<Result>
Chiba University will inform the applicants’ home institutions of the result of application.
For admission to the program beginning in October: early June

For admission to the program beginning in April: early December

<Application for visa>

Certificate of Eligibility (COE) is required for Japanese visa application and Chiba University will
inform the applicants’ home institutions how to apply for COE. If the applicants apply for COE
by the due date, Chiba University will send COE to the applicants’ home institutions with the

following schedule.

For admission to the program beginning in October: COE will be sent by the end of August.

For admission to the program beginning in April: COE will be sent by the end of February.

Guide for J-PAC students as well as information on what preparation is necessary before arrival

in Japan will be mailed to successful applicants at a later date.

<Contact>

Japan Program at Chiba

International Student Division, Chiba University

Address : 1-33 Yayoi-cho, Inage-ku, Chiba-shi, 263-8522 Japan
E-mail : jpac@office.chiba-u.jp

Chiba University 17



Student Voice

Aliisa Pollanen

University of Eastern Finland, Finland

Danielle Warner

University of Alberta, Canada

Alejandro Chavez Padilla

University of Guadalajara, Mexico

Choosing Chiba University was absolutely one of the best decisions I have made, and one of
the greatest opportunities I have received. My knowledge about Japan increased immensely, I
gained valuable life experience and met incredible people during one year. By being a part of
the J-PAC program, I acquired a more in-depth understanding of various aspects of Japanese
traditional and modern culture, society and daily life. The teachers were skilled, encouraging,
caring and open-minded; and provided active learning environments. I had truly interesting
discussions, group projects, seminars, presentations and field excursions with Japanese and
exchange students. Additionally, my Japanese language skills improved significantly after com-
pleting the recommended language courses. Studying at Chiba University and living in Japan
has enriched my life, improved both my academic skills and life skills. All in all, I was kindly
welcomed to Chiba University; I was supported and helped during my stay; and I received
warm-hearted farewells when leaving Japan. I had such an eye-opening and irreplaceable expe-
rience that I promised myself to go to Japan again.

My year of study at Chiba University was a year of cultural enrichment. I was able to take a
variety of Japanese language and culture courses. One of my favorite parts of these courses was
how the professors always encouraged and supported us in sharing our own countries and cul-
tures with our classmates. Because of this, I was able to not only deepen my understanding and
knowledge of Japanese language and culture, but I also had the opportunity to learn from class-
mates from around the globe as they compared their own cultures to Japanese culture. Outside
of the classroom, I also had the opportunity to participate in a language exchange program (LEX
Program) at the university. There, I was able to improve my colloquial Japanese and experience
teaching my own language, while creating lasting friendships with my language exchange
partners. My year at Chiba University has helped me to become more invested in furthering my
study of both Japanese and the other cultures and languages.I'was introduced to through my
classmates. It has also encouraged me to pursue a job teaching English in Japan. I think about
my experiences at Chiba University every day, and it is no exaggeration to'say.that deciding to
participate in J-PAC is one of the best decisions I have ever made!

Why do you have to consider studying in Chiba University? Because studying abroadin Japan
is an excellent opportunity to discover one side of Japan you’re not going to experience in any
other way.

In the J-PAC program there are some activities and courses offered to get you closer to the
Japanese culture, the teachers are very friendly and competitive, and always willing to do their
best to help you during your studies. There is a variety of Japanese language courses offered so
that you can enhance every aspect of the language with activities like presentations, debates,
quizzes, essays, interviews, etc., depending on the course’s level you are taking. But it’s not only
about Japanese, so I took some other general education courses, for example, as an engineer-
ing student, I took one by which I'learned the fundamentals to interpret satellite images. Very
interesting, of course.

During my year I experienced not only Japan, but one side of myself I haven’t had the oppor-
tunity to develop in my home country. It not only lets you experience a lot of foreign cultures;
you are one of those personified foreign cultures. It’s very enriching the intercultural way you
exchange and express yourself with people all over the world, and how at the same time you
do this, also enhance your language skills, being the Japanese language improvement one of
the most pursued objectives of those coming to Japan. I had also the opportunity to participate
in the so-called LEX program, in which I made not only a partner interested in the Spanish
language, but a friend.

Even though I'm willing to go back to Japan, I have to admit that every time is unique, and at
my returning 'm not going to experience again being in class with my classmates and teachers,
or even with my coworkers and regular customers at the place I had a part-time job. All those
memories are kept treasured in my mind. You just give it a try!
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